ATLAS OF VERTEBRATES

This atlas traces the connection between the
main vertebrate groups during the course

of their evolution. On the right, the diagram
maps out a selection of fossil and extant verte-
brates, highlighting the links that connect them
through time. The curvature of the timelines
helps represent the increase in biodiversity
through the ages.

THE GENEALOGICAL TREE OF LIFE 4-5
P> FISH AND THEIR EMERGENCE FROM WATER 67
> SHARKS, RAYS AND CHIMERAS 8-9
[> DIVERSIFICATION OF BONY FISH 1011
[» THEFIRST REPTILES 1213
[ THE FLIGHT OF REPTILES 14-15
[> TERRESTRIAL DINOSAURS 1617
{» THE RETURN OF THE REPTILES TO WATER 1819
[ THE FLIGHT OF FEATHERED DINOSAURS 20-21
> THE DIVERSIFICATION OF REPTILES 22-23
[i> EARLY MAMMALS 24-25
> ELEPHANTS AND SEA COWS 26-27
[ PRIMATES 28-29
> THE TRIBE OF BIPEDAL PRIMATES 30-31
[l» CARNIVORES 32-33
> UNGULATES AND CETACEANS 34-35
THE MAIN PHASES OF EXTINCTION 36-37
INDEX 38-39
ADDENDA 40

Each number {from = to [») in this general sketch corresponds to
a plate of illustrations, depicted further on in the book, detailing
the evolution of the main vertebrates branches. These links reflect
the evolutionary path through over 500 million years, from the
ancestor common to all vertebrates - a tiny jawless fish - to both
its fossilized and living legacy today.
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TERRESTRIAL DINOSAURS

Origin, evelition and extinction
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THE TRIBE OF BIPEDAL PRIMATES

Origin and evolution of Homanini
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